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Dance@60: How to defy time with motion

From a positon of authority, Jhelum relished being directed again. “She s the director; and | am Sved icles

happy 1o ‘do this' and ‘don't do that’” she said. Theare veteran and dancer Faredoon Bhujwala

looked upon the opportunity as an adventure. Fotowng
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Danco@ad: How o dofy e with moton
MUMBAI: Those days. dwmgﬁphev 1 danc pracionr Avanka Bt s by o with the

idea
performances nclusive, msl\eng\»ﬂ mamswam ideas, tough herpoject ted Prine, which
challenges spoctacte or vituosiy,
" says Avantka
Py— o
Tooine vt ros G

Incubted a year ago, the production Prime will be presented in the oty next week, with a motley
group of 60-plus dancers.
d fac “Itis almost

s Avantica,
a;)emg s Wher o ot omeys?

Itis a deeply personal inquiry. Six years ago, pregnancy and postpartum transformed her own
body. 1
" she says. Itled her ~both
hobbysts: 3
had pulled the plug decad ‘

to . ap from varied
Ife rajectories, but embodying a defiant statement: dance is not only for the young.
When hel tika's invitation, she told
herself that afte following tradition "l my lfe, t s perhaps now time to experiment”. “Avanika

| . she said.

Froma being directed again. and1am
happy to ‘do this' and ‘don't do that,” she said. Thealre veteran and dancer Faredoon Bhujwal

looked u v he opportuntyas an adventur. “Tm adicted o novelty.” he says. “Afer 45 o 50,
your  you as it did n the past;

Hacrame rste Ml ard fotal cosch Francis Cardcso, parners o ard e, e
m i i, wedngs and oach abver. Ther bondnowoer s e on 3

e sage s 190, which carried them from Mumba balrooms 10 jive
ona, A Je\n\»ﬂ pivris Tanears ney docovred the Joy o werking wih dsperec

Ashok, reclaim a lost passion.
. unti
a teaching friends,
own Thane to Bandra for
rehearsals, riding on fait”.

Saraswati Devdas, her
devolion, and she joned the troupe “wih an open i Venktes yr o4 nce a prize-

systemalic, demanding but professional. She never s e get it right” he saYS

accident. Twenty
ago, while wating for hs daughter's class with Shiamak Davar to end, ho decided 1o oin too. At
36, he became y L

hours every own studio. panding my pathology
pracice, t " says

From Odss o Garba,

motiy g
ilveady cany, each responding o their own \xngunge says Avarika, ading tha s approach

“The work a i y

longsid proessionls,and doctors alongsid et actrs

s India's population ages, conversations about elderhood often focus on decline and
dependence. But invisibilty, moving L And thatis what

e
keeps them going despite the demanding rehearsals. "It fun,” says Manuela. "Im grateful,” says.
Saraswat Dovds. I gave mo backmy confidence” says Sunia Ashok. Fr Avaria, s s orly
the beginning. “Thi * she insists.

“The enterprise is full o possibiltes.”
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